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From the Editor: 

The Lower Ure News Team wishes all our 

readers a very Happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Thank you to all our volunteers, 

contributors and advertisers. 

We look forward to receiving your stories 

and photographs for the January edition of LUN. 

Don’t forget to send us your entries for the photographic 

competition! 

News Items news@lowerurenews.co.uk 

Events 
information 

diary@lowerurenews.co.uk 

Advertising adverts@lowerurenews.co.uk 

Distribution distribution@lowerurenews.co.uk 

Editor editor@lowerurenews.co.uk 

Website www.lowerurenews.co.uk 

Phone 01423 325 808/07711 151516 

Address 1 Hall Square, Boroughbridge YO51 9AN 

Lower Ure News Copy and Publication Dates  

Month Copy Date Publication Date 

Every Month 15 28 
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Christmas Tree Colouring/Drawing 
Competition 

 

 
This year we are having a Christmas tree colouring competition for children of 
all ages! (These trees would look much better if they were coloured) 
 
You can draw your own tree or call in at 1 Hall Square to choose a tree picture 
to colour – or you can use one of the free downloadable pictures from the web. 
 
When you have finished your tree picture, take it to St James Church on 
Saturday, December 5 between 10am and 4pm or on December 6 between 
10am and 3.45pm, where we will have all the pictures on display.   
 
Do make sure that you put your NAME, AGE and PHONE NUMBER on the back 
of your picture. 
 
If you run out of time, why not come to St James Church on December 5 or 6 
and colour your picture there?  

We will be dividing the pictures into several groups: 
Under 5 years    5 – 11 years 
12 – 18 years    Over 18 

What’s stopping you?  Get colouring!! 

The Christmas Tree Festival ends with a procession, led by Santa, from the 
Church to Hall Square.  Christmas Tree and Colouring Competition winners will 
be announced and trophies and prizes awarded.  The presentation will be 
followed by the annual Carols on the Square.  
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The “Suburbanisation” of Boroughbridge 

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new” (Tennyson: Morte d’Arthur)  

It’s natural to want to preserve the status quo and 

resist change.  Currently, however, change is coming 

to the Boroughbridge area in the form of large-scale 

house building.  Indeed, many local people now speak 

of the “suburbanisation” of this charming, rural, 

market town 

There’s no doubt about the scale of building: the Bellway development opposite the 

High School will be followed by a larger one (90 homes) on the John Boddy site, while 

over 300 homes could be built in Milby over the next few years.  And there’s more 

house building in nearby Minskip 

Harrogate Borough Council is committed to building over 600 homes each year and it 

looks as if a disproportionate number of them will be built here. We cry out in our 

reasonableness: “It isn’t fair”, not simply because of the number of homes but because 

it would change the “character” of the town 

Two terms spring to mind: 

* “nimbyism” – not in my back yard (metaphorically) 

* “drawbridge mentality” – in the face of a perceived threat, 

local people flee into the castle and pull up the drawbridge 

ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ in; others, who come along later, are denied 

access 

The relevance of the above to prospective housing development in Boroughbridge 

does not need to be explained to our readers 

Whether we like it or not, the following statements are probably fair comment at the 

present time:  

¶ In the face of a rising population, the country as a whole needs more homes. 
They will be built wherever the government and the planners decide, so we’d 
better get used to the idea 
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¶ There’s no basic human right to a view or charming rusticity or green and 
pleasant open spaces. “Suburbs” are unavoidable; and what’s so unattractive 
about estates such as the Bellway one along Wetherby road? 

¶ More houses and people mean more business in the town: more customers for 
our shops, pubs and other service outlets. That’s good news! 

¶ Most readers of Lower Ure News are “incomers” – it’s a demographic fact. 
Surely it’s wrong to adopt a “nimbyist” attitude to further housing 
development, pulling up the proverbial drawbridge to keep would-be new 
residents out of our town and adjacent parishes? 

We need to maintain a balanced, pragmatic stance and, as a general principle, accept 

the inevitability of significant changes on the housing scene in and around 

Boroughbridge 

John Helliwell 

Boroughbridge Library (BACLA) Update 

Since the article on the library appeared in the November issue of LUN, there has been 

a number of encouraging developments: 

1. 21 people attended the "library volunteering" event arranged by NYCC on October 9 

in the Jubilee Room 

2. A meeting for new prospective volunteers to discuss the way forward, including 

training, has been convened for November 11, in the library 

3. We are now actively moving towards incorporating a number of new volunteers into 

the BACLA Wednesday morning library rota for the period January-April 

4. We are looking for local people who can run activities and interest-based sessions of 

all kinds in the library from the beginning of next year, initially on Wednesday 

afternoons. Please contact John Helliwell on 01423 320731 

(johnhelliwell604@gmail.com) if you think this is something you might like to do as a 

volunteer, to give the library a broader base and make it what it needs to become: a 

"community hub" 

JH 

01/11/2015 

 

mailto:johnhelliwell604@gmail.com
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Sing Carols 

 
Aldborough Village Hall 

Friday November 27 

7.30pm 

A fun evening of carols 
from around the World 

For more information please ring 
01423 324 276 
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EVENTS DIARY 

 
Please send details to diary@lowerurenews.co.uk for free inclusion in this column 

 

mailto:diary@lowerurenews.co.uk
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Population Changes 

I’m writing this piece on a very pleasant autumn 

day, so I’ve no idea what the weather will be like 

by the time you read it! There have been the 

expected dire predictions for a hard winter from 

the usual quarters, but in truth, none of us really 

has any idea of what is store for us.  

One potential indicator of things to come has 

been the presence in many gardens, mine 

included, of more Nuthatches and Coal Tits than usual for the 

time of year. This could well be the first indicator that seeds, their food of choice at this time of 

year, may not be plentiful. Only time will tell, but a poor seed crop, particularly of beech mast, 

will lead to more birds migrating, and if severe, to more and more birds relying on garden 

feeders. Remember the winter of 2013/4 and all those Redpolls and Waxwings? 

On a parallel track, I’ve talked before about the problems encountered by our sparrow 

population. With significant declines in both House Sparrow and Tree Sparrow numbers, things 

have not been looking promising for them. However, Garden BirdWatch data from the last two 

winters shows that more of them are turning to our garden feeding stations for support. 

House Sparrow numbers have declined by over two-thirds since the late 1970s, and the Tree 
Sparrow numbers suffered a dramatic crash in the early 1980s. As a result, both species are red-
listed birds of conservation concern. 

 There are many theories behind the decline of House Sparrow, but lack of food in winter due to 
agricultural intensification and an associated reduction in first-year survival rates have been 

important drivers behind both declines. The huge losses of these once-familiar sparrows are 
an example of how land use changes can affect common birds, but garden bird surveys can help 
us to understand these effects. 

While our Tree Sparrow population is a fraction of what it was in the 1970s, results from BTO 
surveys reveal that numbers at garden bird feeders have been increasing slowly for quite a 
while. Winter 2014/15 saw the highest number using suburban garden feeders since the survey 
began in 1970 and on rural garden feeders since 2010. Whether these results show an 
increasing reliance on the food we put out remains to be seen. 

Tree Sparrow - John Harding  
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In recent years House Sparrow numbers have fluctuated, but according to BTO results numbers 
visiting garden feeders have stabilised, and even appear to be showing a slight upturn. 
Paralleling their arboreal cousins, rural House Sparrow numbers using garden feeders were at 
their highest since 2005, and at suburban ones since 2009, though again these counts are still 
much lower than they were in the 1970s.  

The boost in sparrow numbers may have been helped by the recent mild winters, but garden 

bird feeding stations remain extremely important. It will be interesting to see how they fare in 

the coming winter.  

If you find the lives of our garden birds to be of interest, and would like to join in and count the 

feathered occupants of your garden, please contact me or visit the BTO Garden BirdWatch 

website (www.bto.org/gbw). If you know of a local organisation who would like a talk on garden 

birds call: Mike Gray 07596 366342 or mikegbw@btinternet.com. 

 

Friday Night is Scottish Night 

Come and celebrate (nearly) Burns Night by singing, playing, or just listening to some 

Scottish Songs. 

Friday 22nd January, 7.30pm, at The Studio, Roecliffe. 

Please call 01423 324276 or email david@uremusic.org.uk for directions. 

 

Yore Film Society 

 

 

 

http://www.bto.org/gbw
mailto:david@uremusic.org.uk
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Grant Success!! 
Yore Vision has been awarded a grant by 

Harrogate Borough Council to buy a new 

projector, stand and pointer for use in the 

Community! 

This state of the art projector is now available 

for use by local groups.  If you would like to 

borrow the equipment, please contact Yore 

Vision through the website or by phoning 

01423 325 808.  

 

 

 

NEW YOUTH CLUB FOR B OROUGHBRIDGE  

A new youth club opened in 

the town last month. The club 

is for all 9 to 16 year olds, 

and meets each Wednesday 

from 6.30pm to 8pm at Boroughbridge Social Club, Fishergate. Cost is 

£1.50 including a drink and snack. 

To help make the new club a success, the organisers are looking for a 

team of adults from the local community to lead on it with support from 

North Yorkshire Youth.  

For more information, please contact Vicki Lever (youth development 

worker) vicki@nyy.org.uk 07881 797716. 

http://lowerurenews.co.uk/?p=455
mailto:vicki@nyy.org.uk
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SNIPPETS 
Last Posting Dates    
UK Inland Services  
Saturday 19 December  
2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For 

Monday 21 December 
1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For 

Wednesday 23 December 
Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed 

Carols at Fountains Abbey 
Ripon Choral Society will be singing carols at Fountains Abbey on Monday, 
December 27. 

Jennyruth Christmas Fayre 

Jennyruth Workshops, is holding a CHRISTMAS 

FAYRE OPEN AFTERNOON at Unit 5, Red House 

Farm, Bridge Hewick, HG4 5AY on Friday 11th 

December from 1.30pm to 4.00pm.  

Enquiries: Tel. 01765 606620 or email info@jennyruth.co.uk 
 

Friends of Roman Aldborough (FORA)  
FORA has had a very successful year.  Next promises to  
be even better.  The new programme of nine speakers 
and four visits is the most ambitious yet.  Look out for  
the programme on www.friendsofromanaldborough.co.uk 
 

Thank you 
Thank you to the readers who have supplied pieces of leather.  They are going 
to be used to make Roman artefacts for the children visiting the Roman 
Aldborough Museum.  (We can always use more!)  If you would like to help 
making these artefacts, please get in touch with the Editor 
editor@lowerurenews.co.uk or ring 01423 325 808  

http://lowerurenews.co.uk/?p=457
mailto:info@jennyruth.co.uk
http://www.friendsofromanaldborough.co.uk/
mailto:editor@lowerurenews.co.uk
http://lowerurenews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/image002.png
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Photographic Exhibition 2016 

 

Photo by Jacqueline Akers 

We are still waiting for your photographs.  It may seem very early to be asking for 

photos, but we want to make sure that we are able to produce the calendar in time to 

be in the shops by September 2016!!  (Forward planning) 

The exhibition will be held on Easter Saturday, to coincide with the 3rd Walking Festival.  

For more details, please see www.lowerurenews.co.uk 

The closing date for entries has been extended to January 31, 2016. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
A reminder of the adverting rates and copy deadline.  Ask for rates for a series 

of advertisements.     

Back Page  £60 

Full Page  £50 

Half Page  £25 

Quarter Page  £12.50 

Front Page Banner £80 
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Sponsorship   £250 

 
 

Christmas is a time for wish lists! 

Our wish is to find someone to sell 
advertising for LUN 

For details please ring 01423 325 808 or e-mail 
editor@lowerurenews.co.uk 

 

  

mailto:editor@lowerurenews.co.uk

